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LL Propofa's, which feem really calcu- 
lated for the Good of the People, ei- 
ther by promoting any valuable Branch 
of Trade, or eafing them of any bur- 

2% thenfome Tax, being generally receiv- 

ed by them in a grateful Manner; and 
the only Defign of this Paper having been to difcourage 
all unneceflary Expences, as welias to detect every 

Species of Corrwption 3 it is not to be doubted that 
my Readers will be highly pleafed to fee my Praétice 

conformable to my Doétrine; and that I am refolved, 
upon all Occafions, to contribute my utmoft Affift- 

ance, towards reducing the wational Expences, at this 
chargeable Seafon, by publifhing my Paper but once @ 

Week; efpecially, fince I hope that I fhall lighten the 


Bur- 
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Burthen of the Sdjeé, without dimin:fhing the Re- 


venues of the Crow. For tho’ I can, with great 
Truth and Pleafure, refleét that I find no Alteration 
in the Opinion of the Town concerning my Writings, 
as fir as I can form any Judgment by common Dif- 
courfe, or the Sale of them; though, with equal 
Concern, I muft obferve that I can forefee no Probabi- 
lity of my wanting fuflicient Mutter to continue them 
as often as I have hitherto done ;_ and th: ugh I am 
firmly refolved not to flacken my Zeal in the Intereft 
of my Country and the Caufe, which I have under- 
taken ; yet I have been induced, by feveral Reafons, 

to appear in this Manner. 
In the firft Place, as I muft mee that the Recefs 
. Parliament will carry a great Number of my Rea- 
ers out of Town into dift erent a diftant Fut of 
= Country ; fo [am not unacquainted with the Difi- 
culties and Inconveniencies, which they will meet 
with, in having my Papers regulirly convey’d to them, 
from Time to Time, as they have been hitherto pub- 
lifh’'d ; whereas they will eafily find their Way, once 
a Week, into moft Parts of Great-Britain, in the 
fame Manner that other Fournals and New:-Paters do. 
For this Reafon I have thought fit, by and with the 
Advice of my Book/eller, Printer, and Publifeers, to 
convert the Craftsman intoa Weetly Fournal, and 
fubioin to my ufual Differtations, which fhall be con- 
tinued in the fame Manner, a-faithful Account of all 
Occurrences foreign and domefticks for tho’, during 
the Se/ion of Parliament, which detains the greateit 
Part of the Nobility and Gentry in Tow n, Ww here 
they are themfcives at the Fountzin-head of all Intelli- 
gence, there did not feem to be any great Neceflity 
for me to trouble either them or myfelf with fuch 
Narrations ; yet being determin’d to continue my /o- 
litical and moral Effays, I thought it proper, at the 
fame Time, to accommodate my Readers, whilft in 
the Country, with all Tranbobtions both publick and. 
private, 
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private, at home and abroad ; which I doubt not will 
be kindly received on many Accounts; and particu- 
larly, as it will fave Thofe, who take in this Paper, 
the Expence of fome others, in which they can ex- 
pect to find nothing but the moft abject, i//-tim’d Flat- 
tery, mercenary Falfbboods, and political Legerdemain. 

‘Indeed, 1 have been often tempted to fomething 
of this Nature before, by obferving the flamelefs and 
abandon’d Manner, in which feveral Writers have gar- 
bled the publick Accounts, in order to ferve certain, 
private Ends, which can be no Secrets to the World; 
and the only Reafon, which has hitherto difluaded me 
from it, hath been the grofs, palpable and bare-fac’d 
Method of their doing it; which I apprehended could 
not impofe on any Man of common Senfe and Under- 
ftanding. 

But being, at length, determin’d to this Under- 
taking, for the Reafons before-mention’d, I have cho- 
fen to diftinguifh it from other Papers of the fame 
Kind by the Name of The Country Journat; 
in which the Reader may depend on the moft faithful, 
genuine and authentick Account of all Occurrences, 
whether our Fate be Peace or War, without any Dif- 
guife, Mifreprefentation or party View whatfoever ; 
for as the only rational End of fuch a Paper is to fet 
every Thing, that pafies in the World, in a true 
Light, I conceive it would be much better for the 
World to receive no Account at all of thefe Matters, 
than to have them related in fucha fal/e, partial and 
Sophifticated Manner, 

But, though my Defign be to adhere frilly to 
Truth my felf, as well as to correét the Miftakes and 
expoie the Falfhoods of others, yet I cannot pretend 
to be infallible ; for as I fhall be often obliged to 
mention current Reports, and the Opinions of Man- 
kind concerning Things, which are in Agitation, as 
well as to relate what fhall have actually happen’d; as 
there are feveral falfe Rumours and fictitious Articles. 
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of Intelligence trumpt up, almoft every Day, by 
Stock-jobbers and others, in order to carry on private 
Views ; and as feveral fireign News-Paters may be 
reafonably fufpeéted, as well as fome of ours, of be- 
ing written under Inflvence and Dire&ion, fo it will 
be abfolutely impoflible for me to preferve my felt, 
at all Times, free from wrong Surmifes, Errors and 
Impofitions. 

All therefore that I can either promife or propofe 
is, to make the ftri@eft Scrutiny into the Truth of 
what I hear, and what I read ; to affert nothing for 
Fa, but what I certainly know, or firmly believe to 
be fo; to mention Rumours, only as Rumours 3 to 
form Conjeéures, only by way Of Conjefures 3 and 
to relate every Thing, according to the beft Informa- 
tion I can receive, without Hupes or Fears from any 
Man, as becomes an impartial Lover of Truth and 
his Country. 

In foreign Affairs, either with Regard to the Ope- 
rations of the Fie/d, or the Intrigues of the Cabinet, 
I fhall not only confult all the publick Prints both at 
home and abroad, but likewife compare them with 
thofe private Intelligences, with which I have taken 
Care to be conftantly fupplied ; and extrac, from 
both Thefe, fuch Materials for this Paper, as fhall 
feem moft agreeable to Truth, Reafon or Proba- 
bility. 

In Matters of a domeftick Nature, my Bookfeller 
hath provided a Perfon, who, I hope, will have the 
fame Regard to Veracity ; tho’ he may fometimes 
treat them in a different and more diverting Manner 
than others ; and will now and then, in a Dearth of 
News, entertain the Publick with fuch little Pieces 
of Wit and Humour, either in Verfe or Prole, as 
may be occafionally handed about the Town; or 
with which our Correfpondents fhall, 2¢ any Time, 
oblige ur. 
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As I have always paid the utmoft Regard to the 
fair Sex, ani am refolved to let flip no Opportuni- 
ties of entertaining them, in the moft agreeable Man- 
ner, confiftent with that good Breeding, which is 
due to them, and that Decency, which becomes a 
Man of my Years, I cannot in the leaft doubt of 
their good Opinion and candid Acceptance of my 
Writings. 

In fhort, nothing fhall cfcape my Notice, that falls 
within the Province, which I have now undertaken ; 
nor will I fpare any Endeavours to recommend my 
felf to the Favour of all Perfons, of both Sexes, and 
of every Party ; except Tho/e, whom I hall eileem 
it no difhonour to difoblige. 

It may, perhaps, raife the Wonder of fome People, 
that a Man of my Age, Character and Fortune fhould 
condefcend fo far as to proititute his Name at the 
Head of a common News-Paper ; to which I reply, 
that fince I have been provok’d and, in a Manner, 
call’d up to this Undertaking, by the unexpeéted Con- 
duct of fome Men, I think my felf obliged to go thro” 
with it, and wear out the Remains of my Life in 
any Manner, which I apprehend will be ferviceable 
to my Country. Befides, I cannot help obferving, 
that however mean or contemptible the Bufinefs of 
a Fournaliff may have formerly been; yet, of late 


- Years, it feems to have been a Poft of great Credit 


and Honour; nor can I poflibly fee any Reafon why 
I may not, without any Difreputation,~ hold the Pro- 
perty of a JouRNAL, in Commendam, as well as 
another. 

D. 








SATURDAY, 





